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MINNESOTA’S FIRST RURAL NANOTECHNOLOGY COMPANY EXPANDS
Rushford Hypersonic Announces Facility Expansion
RUSHFORD, MN, April 22, 2009 - Rushford Hypersonic LLC, the world’s only commercial producer of Hypersonic Plasma Particle Deposition (HPPD) nanotechnology coatings announced that they are expanding their facility square footage.  The expansion comes exactly one year after their April 2008 facility opening.  The additional floor space multiplies their original space by 2.5 times and was needed to accommodate the recent doubling in staff over the last six months.  Rushford Hypersonic required more production, laboratory, and office space for recent and anticipated growth as production gets underway.  The conversion of the industrial warehouse into a high tech production facility is expected to be completed in June 2009.  Additional plans are underway for construction of a new building in Rushford’s Industrial Park that will serve as Rushford Hypersonic’s headquarters and primary production facility.  Initial projections estimate the new building to be completed by late summer 2010.  

The burgeoning nanotechnology industry is providing excellent opportunities for business and communities.  Rushford Hypersonic LLC expects to create 60 -75 full-time production, engineering, and research and development jobs over the next 5 years.  Additionally, there will be at least 20 – 30 temporary local contractor jobs created by the current expansion and the anticipated new facility construction.  “This expansion is exciting for many reasons,” said Daniel Fox, President and CEO.  “It represents more than just the growth of Rushford Hypersonic.  The significant number of jobs we’re creating represents much needed economic revitalization for our region.  This area is still recovering from the 2007 flood that ravaged the community, and now they’re experiencing devastating job losses related to the declining auto industry.  Rebuilding the economic base is important to the communities in all of SE Minnesota.”  
Rushford Hypersonic LLC has exclusive rights to the University of Minnesota’s patented Hypersonic Plasma Particle Deposition (HPPD) process to manufacture the superior wearing HPPD nanocoatings.  The coatings phenomenal characteristics are attributable to the science of the HPPD process which involves Hypersonic Deposition of nanoparticles deposited at Mach 8 speed.  As particles impact, a weld-like bond is created as they “stick” into the product, sealing and protecting with a superhard thin film coating.  The intensely resilient and durable coating is ideal for applications in harsh environments or adverse conditions.  Benefits include increased lifespan and extended Mean Time Before Failure (MTBF).  Initially, Rushford Hypersonic will focus on machine tools, mechanical parts, and implantable medical devices as it works towards its goal of becoming the tooling, friction reduction, and corrosion-resistant coating supplier of choice.  Additional information can be found at www.rushhypersonic.com
###
NOTE TO EDITORS:  Interviews with Rushford Hypersonic personnel are available upon request.  Photos of the facility and HPPD coatings are available by contacting info@rushhypersonic.com.

